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Billionaire Li Ka-Shing to Fund Israel-China everything.me | [nvested $3.5Min
Academic Venture 2010
By Shoshanna Solomon | September 29, 2013 Cortlca Invested |n 2011
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Li Ka-shing, Asia’s richest man, has donated $130 million to the Technion-Israel

Invested $5.5M in

Institute of Technology to set up an academie joint venture with China’s Shantou m a'g ISto 20 11
University.

Invested $30M in
The donation by the Li Ka-shing Foundation seeks to strengthen the Technion’s waze 20 11
Haifa campus and enable it to set up the Technion Guangdong Institute of
Technology, which will start offering undergraduate programs in eivil and I t d $ 2 3 M .
environmental engineering and computer sciences in 2014, aceording to an e-mailed WI B B ITZ nveste . In
statement issued by the foundation and the Technion today. 20 12
The institute will also include an innovation eenter, to enable Israeli technology | nve Sted $1O M |n
companies to set up research and development activities in China and to promote Hola! 2012

joint research, according to the statement. Israel, which got the nickname “startup

nation” in the eponymous 2009 book, is ranked second in the world for availability

of guality scientists and engineers and has more startups per eapita than any kal | ma | nvested $65 M | n
country, aceording to data published by Israel’s Ministry of Trade and Commerce. 2 O 1 3

Source: Bloomberg News, The Marker
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Tel Aviv University and Tsinghua
University in China sign
collaboration agreement

Tel Aviv University and Tsinghua University in China Team Up

Professor Joseph Kisfter, President of Tel Aviv University, and Professor Chen
Jining, President of Tsinghua University, signed 8 memorandum of
understanding (MCU) in Beijing. China, last week. in the presence of Israel EI ’T‘Zl'\ ’ e g|aSS }’}abit
Ambasssdor to Chins Matan Vilnai, Chief Scientist of the Israeli Ministry of

Economy Avi Hasson and leaders of the Israeli business community in Beijing

FiLike || 27] | Tweet|(40| § +1/ 3 *J! select Language | v

Institutions intend to establish joint research center
named XIN to serve as an international hub for sci-tech
innovation.

Under the MOU, Tel Aviv University and Tsinghus University will pursue
strategic cooperation in innovstive research and teaching. The two universities
intend fo co-establish s unique joint canter, named the XIN Center, as an
international hub for scientific and technicsl innovation. XIN ("new" in Chinese)
vill sdvance interdisciplinary research, provide optimsl conditions for creativity,
and promote sctivity in fields that can truly impact society in both countries and
the entire worid

The research center will initislly focus on fields which enjoy sccelersted
development both in Isrzel and in China such as nanotechnology, but in time it
will expand to other fields of science. The Center will slso aspire towsard Thermo Scientific
combining forces with the high-tech industry.

In the framework of the XIN project, an investment fund will be

TAU president Prof Klafter and Tsinghua University president Prof
Jining. Photo: Courtasy- Tel Aviv University

established fo seed ventures initistad by XIN Fellows. The fund of
100 million yuan {about $1& million) will be set up by Infinity

Tel Aviv University and Tsinghua University in Beijing signed a Group. Investors in the fund will include the Beijing government

memorandum of understanding for “strategic cooperation in
innovative research and education for the mutual benefit of
both nations.”

and slumni of Tsinghua University.
When excellence meets innovation
The schools intend to establish a joint research center to serve The XN Centes wiltalm g recrist the inest resesgchers:and
as an international hub for scientific and technical innovation,
according to the memorandum, which was signed in Beijing in
the presence of the universities' presidents, Ambassador to
China Matan Vilna'i and leaders of the Israeli business
community in Beijing.

students in the two countries as well as from the rest of world. it
will encourage innovation smong students by giving them optimal
conditions to create, develop and leverage their ideas in various
areas of technology and science. The researchers will serve as
instructors and mentors to the research students, and help them
develop promising projects.

The XIN center will aim fo “advance interdisciplinary research,
provide optimal conditions for creativity, and promote activity in

8

fields that can truly impact society in both countries and the
entire world,” and will include input from academia and
industry representatives. It will be at Tsinghua University, but
research will alzo be conducted at Tel Aviv University.

The universities said they would recruit “the best minds® in
Israel, China and the rest of the world to work at the center,
which will initially focus on fields that enjoy accelerated
development in both Israel and in China, such as
nanotechnology, but in time will expand to other fields of

Source: Jerusalem Post, Tel-Aviv University

Professor Joseph Klafter, Prasident of Tel Aviv University, and Professor
Chen Jining, President of Tsinghua University, signed s memorandum of
understanding (MOU) in Bejing. China, last week. Photo courtesy of Tel
Aviv University

University.

Prof. Klafter noted that this is an exceptionally important
agreement, opening new horizons for Israel and Isrseli society.
According to Prof. Klafter, the establishment of the XIN Center is
evidence of the considerable esteem in which the Chinese hoid
Israeli innovation and the high academic standards of Tel Aviv

© 2013. For information, contact Deloitte Tohmatsu Consulting Co., Ltd.
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