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The need for open 
research information
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Marginalized regions 
and topics lack visibility 

in global research

Contextualized Research

Social inequalities are 
mirrored in scholarly 
knowledge systems

Contextualization 
means understanding 

local values influencing 
research



Classical perspectives on scientometrics
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H-Index

It is not an appropriate index to 
value early career researchers

Ignores disciplinary variations 
(authorship, citation practices)

Penalizes selective researchers 
(ex: Albert Einstein)1

2

3

Calculated by counting the number of publications for which an author 
has been cited by other authors at least that same number of times. For 
instance, an h-index of 5 means that the scientist has published at least 5 
papers that have each been cited at least 5 times.



The journal impact factor

It is the ratio of the number of citations received in that 

year for publications in that journal that were published in 

the previous two years to the total number of "citable items" 

published in that journal during the previous two years.
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- Goodhart's law

When a measure becomes a target, 

it ceases to be a good measure



Limited coverage, 

particularly in the 

global south.

Missing pieces

Social injustice in the current system

Marginalization of 

non-English 

research

Missing voices

Bias toward 

mainstream 

research topics and 

local knowledge

Missing regions

Social justice goals 

unmet by high costs 

of conventional 

systems.

Missing equity



…but things are changing!

• San Francisco Declaration on Research Assessment (DORA), was 

developed in 2012.

• Leiden Manifesto: Published in 2015 in response to the growing 

reliance on metrics in research assessment.

• The Metric Tide: a parallel effort translating similar concepts to the 

British setting.

Other focused alternatives for researchers to 

be recognized and rewarded according to the 

results and the impact of their research.



CoARA (2022)

•Co-creating a shared direction for changes in 

assessment practices for research;

•Goal to maximise the quality and impact of research;

• includes principles, commitments, and timeframes 

for reforms and implementing the changes.

768 organisations from 

over 50 countries



Coalition for Advancing Research Assessment
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Open research information
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Open research information must be the norm

Fair research assessment requires full transparency

Equitable decision making requires inclusive data

Open science requires open research information
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Open research information must be the norm

15

The research community should be in control of the information 
needed to manage the research system

To democratize the way the research system is managed, 
members of the research community should have  

full access to all relevant information



16

UNESCO Recommendation on Open Science

“The monitoring of open 
science should be explicitly 
kept under public oversight, 

including the scientific 
community, and whenever 

possible supported by open 
non-proprietary and 

transparent infrastructures”



Barcelona 
Declaration
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The Barcelona Declaration on Open Research 
Information was prepared by a group of over 25 
research information experts, representing 
organizations that carry out, fund, and evaluate 
research, as well as open infrastructure 
organizations

To draft the Declaration, the group met in 

Barcelona in November 2023 and the document 

was published on April 2024, revolving around 

four commitments
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Moving toward open 
research information
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Open scientometric data sources

21



Moving toward open research information
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Moving toward open research information
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CNRS and Open Alex



Moving toward open research information
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Moving toward open research information
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Moving toward open research information

https://www.coalition-s.org/blog/are-open-bibliometric-data-sources-better-than-proprietary-ones/


Moving toward open research information
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CWTS Leiden Ranking Open Edition
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Based on data from



Going beyond 
openness
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A much larger landscape of open data sources!

Ficarra, Victoria, Fosci, Mattia, Chiarelli, 
Andrea, Kramer, Bianca, & Proudman, 
Vanessa. (2020). Scoping the Open 
Science Infrastructure Landscape in 
Europe. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/
zenodo.4153809

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4153809
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4153809


Research Portal Denmark



Research Portal Denmark



Research Portal Denmark



Research Portal Denmark



Research Portal Denmark



Top 15 languages and number of publications per year



Top 15 languages and publications (English excluded)



Conclusions
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Conclusions

Openness of research information is crucial

● to make sure the research community is in control of the information needed to 
manage the research system

● and to democratize the way the research system is managed

This requires a clear understanding of the role of public and private actors in managing 
research information

Openness of research information should be a prerequisite to further innovations in 
research information infrastructures
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Thank you for your attention!

To sign the Barcelona Declaration, send an email 
to contact@barcelona-declaration.org

mailto:contact@barcelona-declaration.org



